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cases treated with antitoxin. And u the high fatality of diphtheria in the 
early years of life is notorious !”—Medical Press and Circular , 1897, No. 3030, 
p. 555. 

Immunity and Sero-therapy in Yellow Fever.— Dr. G. Sanabelli 
reports that the serum of blood from cadavers distinctly produces in cultures 
in vitro of the icteroid bacillus the phenomena of Gruber-Durham (arrest of 
motion and agglutination), but the intensity of this reaction is very variable. 
When inoculated in animals it does not show any preventive power toward 
the specific bacillus. Serum (transudates) obtained pure from the pericar¬ 
dial cavity possesses an agglutinating power much less than that presented 
by serum obtained by coagulation of the blood, and often fails entirely. 
Serum obtained from the blood of convalescents produces the Gruber-Durham 
reaction with great slowness, but manifests a weak preventive action in ani¬ 
mals against the icteroid bacillus. As for the other serums, the antidiphthe- 
ritic produces agglutination of the icteroid bacillus with great rapidity; the 
antityphus in a partial manner; the normal serum of man and various ani¬ 
mals does not produce it at all. Immunity for guinea-pigs against experi¬ 
mental yellow fever is only obtained after six or seven months of assiduous 
and delicate treatment. With dogs this immunity can be obtained after about 
two months. With horses the process is by no means of easy technique or of 
such rapid results as in the antidiphtheritic vaccination. Frequently acci¬ 
dents arise which imperil the life of the animal, and it is only after five or six 
months that it is possible to injectsmall doses of living cultures. Making use 
of the serum of immunized guinea-pigs, twenty-four hours before or after in¬ 
oculation with virulent culture, it was found that this would prevent death, 
for of twenty animals treated, but three died between the tenth and sixteenth 
day, and the remaining ones recovered after a progressive emaciation which 
lasted about two weeks. Observations with dogs and horses gave similar re¬ 
sults. For rabbits, which, on the contrary, are singularly susceptible to the 
icteroid bacillus, we have not a serum sufficiently active to save them. The 
preventive and curative action of the serum of guinea-pigs, dogs, and horses 
vaccinated against the icteroid bacillus should be considered as positively 
proven for animals. Other serums, as normal human, antidiphtheritic, anti- 
typhic, or antivenine (of Calmette), have not given any results in the way 
of a specific action against the microbe of yellow fever .—11 Policlinico , 1897, 
No. 20, p. 527. 

The* Treatment of Experimental Tuberculosis with Antitoxic Serum. 
—Dbs. E. A. de Schweinitz and Marion Dorset report that the injection 
of the living culture produced substances antitoxic, to the disease, which will 
cure tuberculous animals; that the quantity of this substance can be in¬ 
creased gradually; that the treatment is, and will be for some time, still in 
the experimental stage. One point, however, most be remembered: that 
while it may be difficult to cure the disease in a guinea-pig, where its course 
is very rapid—a virulent bacillus requiring only from four to five weeks to 
kill—it might be much easier to check the disease when more prolonged in 
action, as in the majority of cases in man. Again, in addition to some form 
of specific treatment for the disease, man usually has the advantage of being 
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placed under the best possible [surroundings aa to diet, climate, etc., and 
every effort is made to aid the improvement of the patients, while with ex¬ 
perimental animals the conditions are different. As to experiments with 
tuberculin, it may be said that these produce a serum containing antitoxic 
material, but the amount of this is small .—New York Medical Journal, 1897, 
No. 973, p. 105. _ 

The New Tuberculin (Koch).—MM. Lettjlle and A. Peron, from a study 
of six patients, offer the following: Two improved considerably, even with¬ 
out treatment. One, however, presented a new bacillary focus after immun¬ 
izing treatment. Of two patients severely affected, one of galloping con¬ 
sumption, underwent no change. The other, genito-urinary tuberculosis, 
was improved, but only so far as concerned vesical pain, for the lesion con¬ 
tinued to caseate and be evacuated during and after treatment. Of the 
remaining ones, one emaciated, while the other sensibly improved, but the 
improvement was not remarkable, and it is doubtful if it persisted; besides, 
the bien-Ure did not correspond to a real improvement, but to the well-known 
effect of suggestion. From these observations and the experiments recorded 
earlier in the paper, this new substance does not appear to be the immun¬ 
izing substance so much desired .—La Presse Medicate, 1897, No. 69, p. 101. 

The Treatment of Diabetes.—D r. E. Matjrel, from a careful study of 
results of a milk-diet in this disease, offers the following conclusions: (a) From 
the practical stand-point: (1) The treatment of arthritic diabetes, both preven¬ 
tive and curative, iB entirely a question of the amount of ailment. (2) The 
regulation of the amount is easier with a milk-diet, and this should have 
the preference. (3) This diet also possesses the advantage, at the same time, 
of combating the majority of the diseases which so often accompany diabetes, 
especially those of the digestive and urinary organs. (4) His observations 
show the efficacy of this diet in the most severe complications of the disease, 
diabetic gangrene and threatening coma. (6) From the theoretical stand¬ 
point : (1) His observations confirm the view that arthritic diabetes is largely 
due to Buperalimentation. (2) They also give serious support to the view 
that diabetes is only a means of defence employed by the organism to 
diminish, by the elimination of the sugar, the substances destined for com¬ 
bustion, consequently the amount of products of incomplete combustion.— 
Bulletin General de Therapeutique, 1897. 

Salophen in the Treatment of Articular Ehemnatism.—M. L. Gal- 
liard, although not believing that the ideal medication has been discovered, 
has studied fifteen cases of various kinds of rheumatism. The drug failed in 
chronic polyarticular rheumatism. OfB 0 -called gonorrheeal rheumatism, there 
was one success and one partial failure. In the subacute variety there was no 
result. Of nine cases of acute disease the results in three were good, three 
fairly good, and three moderate. In none was there an excellent result such 
as is found, under some conditions, with sodium salicylate. He concludes 
that it is in the acute variety that the good effects of the drug are manifested. 
It can relieve pain, reduce swelling, abolish the fever, and prevent visceral 
manifestations. It should be administered at the outset in daily amount of 



